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The Impact of International Competition between Russia
and NATO in the Middle East on Egyptian National Security
W Prof. Dr\ Rana Mohamed Mazid

Associate Professor of Political Sciences at Suez Canal University and the Institute of Arab Research and Studies IARS

W Dr\ Abdel Hamied Hany El-Rafie
PhD in Political Sciences
LAbstract: ...

It has become evident that we now live in a world driven by national interests, where nations seek to
impose their will on relevant stakeholders to shape policies and strategies that serve their objectives. This
applies to states, individuals, and various human groups. Major powers strive to maintain their status and
unique strengths, leveraging relationships to advance their interests through various tools. This approach
has become the new norm in international relations. A clear example is the relationship between the Russian
Federation and NATO, and its impact on the Middle East.

This study aims to analyze the nature of the international competition in the Middle East between
major global powers, particularly the Russian Federation and NATO. It also examines the implications
of this competition on Egyptian national security across various dimensions. The study employs multiple
methodologies, including descriptive-analytical and realism within the framework of national interest.

The study reached several conclusions, most notably:

o The international competition between Russia and NATO threatens Egypt's leading role in the region
as Russia seeks to regain its influence in the Middle East, which diminished following the collapse of
the Soviet Union.

o This competition undermines the balance in Egypt's foreign policy.

* The arms race is one of the most prominent features of the Russian-NATO rivalry in the Middle East.

Keywords: National Security, Competition, Middle East, Egypt, NATO, Russia.
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